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SUBJECT: AUGUST 16 SYRIAN MEDIA REPORT NO FURTHER DETAILS OF SYRO- 
PALESTINIAN DISCUSSIONS 

1 . SYRIAN MEDIA HAVE NOT REPORTED FURTHER DETAILS OF 
DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN SYRIAN AND PALESTINIAN DELEGATIONS WHICH 
MET IN DAMASCUS EVENING AUGUST 14 AND ANNOUNCED AUGUST 15. 

IN BEIRUT, MEDIA NOTED POLITICAL CONTACTS CONTINUING TO 
CONSOLIDATE CEASE-FIRE BUT CLASHES UNDERWAY IN BEIRUT AND 
ITS SUBURBS. ACCORDING TO PRESS, SITUATION IN NORTH HAS 
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2. AL MEDIATOR DR. KHOULI STATED TO TISHRIIN BEFORE 
DEPARTING SYRIA FOR CONSULTATION WITH AL SECGEN RIAD THAT 
HIS RECENT MEETING WITH PRESIDENT ASAD HAD BEEN 
FRUITFUL. HE ADDED THAT HIS TALKS WITH PLO LEADERS 

IN DAMASCUS WERE ARRANGED IN ORDER TO OBTAIN DETAILS 
ABOUT RESUMPTION OF NEGOTIATIONS FOR IMPLEMENTATION 
OF DAMASCUS ACCORD. HE EXPRESSED SUPPORT FOR ARAB 
SUMMIT TO DISCUSS LEBANON. PRESS REPORTED SEPARATELY 
DR. KHOULI HAD DISMISSED POSSIBILITY THAT LEBANON 
WOULD BE PARTITIONED. 

3. SAIQA COMMANDER ZUHAYR MUHSIN TOLD AUGUST 15 
PRESS GATHERING IN CHTAURA THAT BEST COURSE FOR PLO 
TO FOLLOW WAS SOLIDARITY WITH SYRIA AND UNIFICATION 
OF PALESTINIAN RESISTANCE GROUPS. MEDIA REPORTED 

THAT MUHSIN DENOUNCED FABRICATED PROPAGANDA CAMPAIGNS 
BEING DIRECTED AGAINST SYRIA BY JUMBLATT AND BY 
DEVIANT PLO LEADERS. HE CALIMED TRAGEDY IN LEBANON 
PLANNED BY IMPERIALISTS AND ZIONISTS IN ACCORD WITH 
ATTEMPTS TO COVER UP SINAI AGREEMENT. 

4. TISHRIIN COLUMNIST CHARGED THAT PRESIDENT SADAT, 

WHO GOVERNING AMIDST "SWAMP OF TREASON," 

SPEARHEADED LEBANESE PLOT BY SIGNING SINAI ACCORD. 

WRITER REMARKED SADAT STILL HEADING PLOT, AND CITED 
AS EVIDENCE EGYTPIAN POLITICAL AND PROPAGANDA 
ATTACKS AGAINST SYRIA. 

5. COMMENT: DR. KHOULI DEPARTS DAMASCUS AFTER 
HAVING HELPED ARRANGE FINAL EVACUATION OF TELL ZAATAR, 
BUT WITH LITTLE ELSE OF SUBSTANCE. TO HIS CREDIT HE 
SHOWED ADMIRABLE PERSISTENCE IN MAINTAINING ROUND OF 
POLITICAL CONTACTS. SARG LEADERSHIP SHOWED HIM SOME 
DEFERENCE BUT DID NOT CONSIDER HIM DEPLOMATIC 
HEAVYWEIGHT. 

MURPHY 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: ARMISTICE, CIVIL DISORDERS, NEGOTIATIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 16 AUG 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: coburnhl 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976DAMASC05414 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760314-0130 
From: DAMASCUS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 9760851 /aaaabscj. tel 

Line Count: 98 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: coburnhl 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 19 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <19 MAY 2004 by greeneet>; APPROVED <08 SEP 2004 by coburnhl> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: AUGUST 16 SYRIAN MEDIA REPORT NO FURTHER DETAILS OF SYRO- PALESTINIAN DISCUSSIONS 
TAGS: PFOR, SY, LE, PLO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



